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WAAVP statement of support

the Women of Iran, Afghanistan and Tigray, Ethiopia
The Executive Committee of the WAAVP believes that
science should be accessible to all and are committed to
supporting the diversity and inclusion of all members of
the parasitology community. To this end, we stand with
the women of Iran in their pursuit of bodily autonomy
and basic human rights. Similarly, we advocate for equal
access to education, freedom and an end to the
gendered violence and oppression experienced by the
women and girls of Afghanistan and Tigray in Ethiopia.
We join a growing chorus of voices calling for the
reformation

of

laws,

practices

and

policies

that

contribute to the discrimination, exclusion and control
of women.
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THE NEED FOR MORE
ENGAGEMENT
A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Domenico Otranto
President of the World Association for the
Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology

Torre a Mare (Bari, Italy), 30th October 2022

Dear Colleagues,
I hope you all are doing great during these days, in
spite of the terrible challenges posed by the economic
crisis, conflicts, wars and political upheavals. Recent
events

involved

also

Countries

in

the

northern

hemisphere which make us more conscious of the
urgent need of a holistic view talking about scientific
collaboration, networking and opportunities for all
people working in Science, particularly in our field,
Veterinary Parasitology.

conference, we reorganized the WAAVP activities by
different

subcommittees

which

are

committed to work on specific subjects. These five
subcommittees are i) the Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion sub-committee; ii) the Education, Training
and Career Development sub-committee; iii) the
Guidelines

initiatives (such as the WAAVP African Foundation),
as the promotion of courses and events related to
Parasitology (like the Parasitology Summer Course
ParSco, and the Entomology Summer Course and to

As you may recall, soon after the 2019 Madison
establishing

The content published mainly deal with the WAAVP

sub-committee

IV)

the

Finance

sub-

committee; v) the Communication and Promotion sub-

the congress of the Italian Society of Parasitology Soipa). Reels and other videos led to a higher level
of engagement compared to posts. To increase the
engagement and reach, new initiatives are to be
launched, together with those already established.
These include: the presentation and promotion of
new parasitology papers by WAAVP members, new
books, PhD positions, summer courses, among
others.

committee.
We are happy for the work done as yet but we urge to
get

more

members

of

our

community

involved.

Accordingly, WAAVP has different new ways for
promoting our initiatives.
The WAAVP Instagram account is the official profile of
our Association created in September 2021 and it has
519 followers. The followers, coming from Italy, Brazil,
Iran, Argentina, and United States, are mostly women,
while the most represented age range is 25-34 years.
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In order to help WAAVP to reach a broader audience
in the social media, some simple measures can be
undertaken.

For

instance,

mark

the

WAAVP

Facebook and Instagram profiles in stories and
posts related to parasitology and we will repost
them. Suggest the WAAVP Facebook and Instagram
profiles to students and researchers interested in
parasitology.

Indicate

parasitology

groups

and

profiles that should be followed by the WAAVP
Facebook and Instagram profiles. All these simple
measures can help us to promote networking among
parasitologists around the world.

The WAAVP Facebook profile was created in 2015. It
has 951 followers, and it shares some of the Instagram
posts together with other contents, especially those
related to the past editions of the WAAVP biennial
conference. Most followers are from Egypt (n=97) and
US (n=90), followed by India (n=74), Pakistan (n=69),
Brazil (n=64), Australia (n=50), UK (n=49), Italy (n=34),
Malaysia (n=29), and Colombia (n=19). Differently from
Instagram, most WAAVP Facebook followers are men
(53.4%).
Finally, the new WAAVP website will be launched
soon. The new website has been redesigned and will
contain updated information about our activities
and subcommittees. For their great work I have to
thank Filipe Dantas Torres and Frederic Beugnet
(both

Co-Chairs),

Editor)

and

Antonio

Francesca

Varcasia

Nonnis

(Newsletter

(Social

Media

Assistant).
Now a call for more participation and engagement
for all of you. Please send content suggestion for
the

newsletter

to

Antonio

Varcasia

(varcasia@uniss.it) and to our social media to
Francesca Nonnis (nonnisfrancesca@gmail.com).
We need to find our identity as active members of
this community and I hope we will receive many
proposals to strength contacts and interactions
within the Veterinary Parasitology.

"WE NEED TO FIND OUR IDENTITY AS ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THIS
COMMUNITY AND I HOPE WE WILL RECEIVE MANY PROPOSALS TO
STRENGTH CONTACTS AND INTERACTIONS WITHIN THE VETERINARY
PARASITOLOGY"

Regards,

PHD (PARASITES IN HIGH DEFINITION)
THE ADVENTURES OF BECOMING A
PARASITOLOGIST ABROAD
PARASITIC DERMATITIS IN HORSES
FROM CALI, COLOMBIA, TO MADRID
JUAN DAVID CARBONELL BONELO, DVM, MSC, EVPC RESIDENT, PHD STUDENT
AT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HEALTH, COMPLUTENSE UNIVERSITY OF
MADRID

When I started my university career, I desired to
be a primate or wildlife veterinarian, and in my
first week in the parasitology lab, I was the only
one in my rotation group who saw a Trichuris
vulpis egg under the microscope, so I decided
that what I wanted was to be a parasitologist
after reading about the fascinating life cycle and
pathogenesis of this helminth. Thanks to this, all
my work and postgraduate studies have been
related to parasites.
My interests are detecting, identifying, and
diagnosing parasitic diseases in various animal
species to provide the most effective treatment
and the most appropriate control measures. I
believe I can help humans through animals,
whether

they

are

companion

animals,

food

animals, or wildlife.
I am from Cali, Colombia, but I am doing my
doctoral thesis in Madrid, Spain. It is a brother
country, and I feel very comfortable surrounded
by beautiful landscapes and warm and cheerful
people, like the Latin-American culture. I was
surprised by the time at which Spanish people

My doctoral thesis is on parasitic dermatitis in

eat and the hours of leisure related to the

horses, particularly hypersensitivity to insect

availability of sunlight, which here in Spain varies

bites due to biting midges (Culicoides).

according to the time of the season. They usually

I hope to understand the ecology, biology, and

eat later, but that hasn't stopped me from eating

diversity of these insects that affect horses in

their delicious dishes.

southern Spain and to carry out in vitro and in
vivo clinical trials of insecticides and repellents
that

improve

animals.

the

welfare

of

these

pruritic

I have chosen to study this ectoparasite in horses
because it is a current problem that affects their
welfare. It also combines other disciplines of interest
to me, which in addition to parasitology, include
entomology,

equine

medicine,

and

veterinary

dermatology.
If I were a parasite, I would be a Strongyloides.
Esta es mi historia de Parasites in High-Definition
para ti (This is my Parasites in High Definition story
for you)!

My short but intense
Parasite in High Definition story for you

LEFT: EDITORS OF PHD
JAIRO ALFONSO MENDOZA ROLDAN
AND
MARCOS ANTONIO BEZERRA SANTOS

Juan

David

veterinarian

Carbonell
who

is

a

graduated

from the University of Caldas,
Colombia. He has a master's
degree in Tropical Parasitic
Diseases from the University of
Valencia,

Spain,

and

is

currently a resident of the
European

Veterinary

Parasitology College (EVPC).
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UPCOMING EVENTS
WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF VETERINARY
PARASITOLOGY

XXIII Simpósio Internacional de Leishmaniose
Visceral Canina
Date: November 12-13, 2022
Location: Belo Horizonte, Brasil
Link: https://brasileish.2xa.com.br/events/7#body
Theme: Parasites: Leishmaniose Visceral Canina

59th Annual Scientific Conference of the Malaysian
Society of Parasitology & Tropical Medicine
Date: March 15-16, 2023
Location: Penang, Malaysia
Link: https://msptm.org/msptm-2023-conference/
Theme: Planetary Health Frameworks in Tackling
Challenges of Vector-Borne and Tropical Diseases

29th WAAVP Conference
Date: August 20-24, 2023
Location: Chenai, India
Link: https://waavp2023.com/
Theme: Parasites: global impacts, local solutions

16th International Congress on Trichinellosis
Date: August 30 - September 1, 2023
Location: Belgrade, Serbia
Link:
http://www.trichinellosis.org/Conferences.html
Theme: Parasites: global impacts, local solutions
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NEWS AND NOTICES
WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF VETERINARY
PARASITOLOGY

WAAVP
Social Network
@worldparasitology
@worldparasitology
and YouTube:

Follow our social
network accounts and
share your pictures
about lab life, job
opportunities, work and
parasites with the
hashtag
#worldparasitology
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WAAVP INFORMATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF VETERINARY PARASITOLOGY

Newsletter team

President
Domenico Otranto, Italy
domenico.otranto@uniba.it

Editor
Antonio Varcasia
varcasia@uniss.it

1st Vice President
Silvina Fernandez, Argentina
sfernand@vet.unicen.edu.ar

Contributors:
Jairo A. Mendoza-Roldan (Editor of PhD:
Parasites in High Definition)
jairo.mendozaroldan@uniba.it

2nd Vice President
Grace Mulcahy, Dublin
grace.mulcahy@ucd.ie

Marcos A. Bezerra-Santos (Editor of PhD:
Parasites in High Definition)
marcos.bezerrasantos@uniba.it

Directors
Anja Joachim, Austria
Anja.Joachim@vetmeduni.ac.at

WAAVP Newsletter submission deadlines

Dwight Bowman, USA
ddb3@cornell.edu
Filipe Dantas-Torres, Brazil
filipe.torres@fiocruz.br
Fred Beugnet, France
Frederic.BEUGNET@boehringer-ingelheim.com
Reuben Sharma, Malaysia
reuben@upm.edu.my
Tim Geary, Canada
timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca

The WAAVP Newsletter is published twice a
year with issues in April and November.
Contributions to the Newsletter are welcome
and should be submitted by the first day of the
month prior to issue, as follows:
Newsletter release dates
1st November 2022
1st April 2023
Submission deadlines
1st October 2022
1st March 2023

Secretary and Treasurer
Richard Wall, UK
richard.wall@bristol.ac.uk
Immediate Past President
Doug Colwell, Canada
Doug.colwell@agr.gc.ca
Editorial coordination:
Francesca Nonnis
nonnisfrancesca@gmail.com

