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THE NEED FOR A CHANGE
A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Domenico Otranto
President of the World Association for the Advancement of
Veterinary Parasitology

Dear Colleagues,
It was such a pleasure catch up with all of you at the Dublin
virtual meeting. It was indeed a great conference organized
by an exceptional young team of researchers led by Grace
Mulchay (one of the two WAAVP vice Presidents). Thank
you to all of them! Big (virtual) hugs also to the retiring EC
members (Maggie Fisher and Barry Hosking) for their
commitment to the WAAVP and welcome to the two new
EC members: Anja Joachim (Vienna, Austria) and Filipe
Dantas-Torres (Recife, Brazil).
It feels like a different Era when we met at the 2019
Madison-WAAVP conference hosted by Tom Kennedy: the
Dublin meeting was the best possible during the COVID-19
pandemic. This pandemic has demonstrated how fragile a
globalized world may be, if we speak the language of the
economic interests instead that of science for all, of human
rights and of welfare (of all animals, including humans).
Although I know that many of you may have not really felt
it (the virtual communication attenuates human vibes), I am
sure that the WAAVP has caught the need for a change and
many actions have been devoted to re-start, as soon as
possible,

with

new

projects.

This

change

has

been

embodied by the constitution of five subcommittees, that I
will briefly outline here.

watch the video!

The final goal of the subcommittees above is to

FIVE SUBCOMMITTEES

encourage transboundary collaboration-promoting
research and to provide greater involvement of
members. Therefore, in this newsletter we are also

The first subcommittee we established is the Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion sub-committee, that aims to
sustain a diverse, culturally inclusive membership and
strives to achieve equality in all aspects of its
governance, administration, awards, organization of
training courses and conference participation. The
second subcommittee is the Education, Training and
Career Development sub-committee. This
subcommittee aims to promote the discipline by
distributing student bursaries, travel grants and
organizing scientific meetings, practical courses on
topics relevant to veterinary parasitology, including
zoonoses. Our actions will be mainly focused toward
low to middle income Countries. The third

advertising

a

call

for

members

of

the

and six members, and a member of EC as Chair who
will act as liaison with the EC. Members are invited
to volunteer as part of each sub-committee and will
include a minimum of two early career researchers!!
May I ask all of you to try and find our identity as
active members of this community and I hope we
will receive many proposals to join the above
subcommittees.
I wish you all a wonderful re-start of academic
activities as well as of a normal life.
Regards,
Domenico Otranto

subcommittee is the Guidelines sub-committee, that
will continue laying a foundation for the international
harmonization of standards and procedures for the
evaluation of endo- and ectoparasiticides. The fourth
subcommittee is the Finance, which will strive to
maximize value achieved from accumulated capital in

This pandemic has demonstrated how

terms of promoting and facilitating the aims and

fragile a globalized world may be, if we

activities of the society. The fifth subcommittee is the

speak the language of the economic

Communication and Promotion Sub-Committee – this

interests instead that of science for all,

aims to not only improve Communication with

of human rights and of welfare (of all

members, but to promote the public profile of WAAVP
while maintaining the existing social media accounts
and expanding them as needed.

sub-

committees; each will be made up of between four

animals, including humans).

Please express your interest to join the WAAVP
subcommittees as soon as possible and not later than

JOIN THE WAAVP

the 15th November 2021.

SUB-COMMITTEES!

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI)
sub-committee

At the Dublin meeting of the WAAVP Executive
Committee it was decided to establish five sub-

Chair: Tim Geary
(email: timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca)

committees to: i) deal with specific aspects of the
WAAVP remit, ii) to further the effectiveness of
activities, and iii) to offer a greater involvement of
members in the organization. Each sub-committee will
be chaired by a member of EC, who will act as liaison
with the EC, plus four- six members in addition to the

Communication and Promotion
sub-committee
Chair: Filipe Dantas-Torres
(email: fdtvet@gmail.com)

Chair. The one exception will be the Guidelines
subcommittee where a larger number of members is
required.

Education, Training and Career
Development sub-committee

WAAVP members are invited to volunteer to join the

Chair: Domenico Otranto (email:

sub committees. The EC will also seek additional

domenico.otranto@uniba.it) and Reuben

nominations

Sharma (email: reuben@upm.edu.my)

the

membership

as

required.

Each

subcommittee will include a minimum of two early
career researchers (maximum of five years since award
of PhD or equivalent). The Term of Office shall be four
years, with re-appointment for a further one or two
years to be permitted, contingent upon appropriate

Guidelines sub-committee
Chair: Silvina Fernandez
(email: silvfernandez@gmail.com)

balanced recruitment of new members. If interested:
please contact the sub-committee chair directly.

Finance sub-committee
Chair: Richard Wall
(email: richard.wall@bristol.ac.uk)

At the University of Salford, my research studies on
the epidemiology of Theileria annulata, the agent of

PHD (PARASITES IN HIGH

tropical theileriosis, have been progressing well
under the careful and patient guidance of my

DEFINITION)

supervisors and mentor. I spent most of my time in
THE ADVENTURES OF BECOMING A

various research laboratories (Figure 1), identifying
ticks and performing molecular assays to determine

PARASITOLOGIST ABROAD

the

TICKS AND TICK-BORNE PATHOGENS: FROM NIGERIA TO MANCHESTER

presence

of

parasites

in

them.

These

laboratories are well equipped and are shared with
other

ADAMU HARUNA MAMMAN, 1UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD, SALFORD, UK

researchers,

including

post-doctoral

assistants, technical staff, PhD students and even

UNIVERSITY OF JOS, JOS, NIGERIA

undergraduate students. Everyone works as team,
offering friendly help and support when needed.
Recently I helped supervise MSc students’ projects,
which has taught me that effective communication
is an important part of science.
The study of ticks and tick-borne parasites has
affected my life in many ways; it has given me a
new perspective on how our lives and our
livestock can be affected by tiny arthropods and
pathogenic
climate

microorganisms.

change

across

The
the

impact
Sahel

of
and

neighbouring region is profound and pattern of
transboundary livestock movement and trade are
shifting. I am interested on how these factors are
combining to reshape the distribution of ticks
and infection they transmit in northern Nigeria,
and the implication of this for livestock health.
Upon my arrival to the city of Salford, I was
welcomed by a cold weather unlike anything I
have ever experienced before, but, I acclimatized
easily and have had a wonderful experience with
lots of places and things to see for the first time.
I enjoy the fact that the city (neighbouring
Manchester) is made up of people from diverse
cultural backgrounds – this means a rich variety
of entertainment and a huge choice of different
foods. Speaking English has obviously helped me
to integrate. I think the difference between the
British and Nigerian people I notice the most is
in their dress sense. British people tend to be
more conservative and their clothes are not so
flamboyant and colourful.
MEGA LAB, COCKCROFT BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD, UK.

Figure 2. Gidan duste, Bungudu LGA (a) and an old cattle market (Kara), Gusau LGA, Zamfara state, Nigeria.

My short but intense Parasite in Hight Definition story for you
As for me, working within the University of Salford Tick Infections groups (USALTI)–Afrique has provided
me with a great environment of learning and to grow as a young scientist, as well as providing me a
networking opportunity with other researchers.
As a split-site researcher, I am based at the University of Jos in Nigeria (Figure 2), for about 50% of my
time. This arrangement provided me with an excellent base for my research work. In Jos, I worked in the
African Centre of Excellence in Phytomedicine Research and Development, which is very well-equipped.
My supervisor’s expertise in ticks is obviously a great help but his experience in phytomedicine and
biotechnology is also very interesting for me, allowing me to broaden my knowledge. My Nigerian
supervisor is able to travel to Salford frequently, meaning my supervisors and I can thrash out plans for
my PhD together, allowing me to get the most for my studies. I am amazed by the progress I have made
already with a first author publication and opportunities to contribute to international scientific meetings,
and I hope that this fortune will continue for the remainder of my time as a PhD student. I would like to be
an apicomplexan parasite because of their unique organelle that aid their adaptation in penetrating host
cell.
This is my short but intense, Parasite in High Definition story for you.

LEFT: EDITORS OF PHD
JAIRO ALFONSO MENDOZA ROLDAN AND
MARCOS ANTONIO BEZERRA SANTOS

About the author: Haruna is a Nigerian microbiologist that started his academic life in 2009
when he was admitted to the graduate program in Microbiology at the Ahmadu Bello
University Zaria, Nigeria where he worked on the prevalence of Microsporum species from
nursery and primary school pupils with Tinea capitis in Samaru, Zaria Kaduna state. In 2016, he
gained admission into the University of Salford, Manchester for a post-graduate program;
there he studied the diversity of ticks and tick-borne pathogen from cattle in Zamfara and
Sokoto states Nigeria. In 2019, he was admitted to the PhD program in Microbiology at the
University of Jos, Nigeria and the University of Salford, Manchester to further study the
epidemiology of ticks and tick-borne pathogens from cattle in north-western Nigeria, with
particular emphasis on Theileria annulata.
E-mail: h.m.adamu@edu.salford.ac.uk

A flagship of the course is the Young Scientist
Award (YSA), a grant scheme designed to

BECAUSE PARASITES MATTER!

support a promising PhD student from the

STORIES OF PARASITISM IN A

Global South, with the intention to foster

GLOBALISED WORLD

continuing

education

in

medical

and

veterinary entomology also in the developing
world. Laureates are awarded with an ‘all-

EPISODE III – SUPPORTING TODAY’S GRADUATE STUDENTS, FOR A

inclusive’ scholarship, covering registration

STRONGER GLOBAL HEALTH OF TOMORROW – THE “ENTOMOLOGY SUMMER
COURSE” AND ITS YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARD

fees, travel and accommodation. This is made
possible through the support of the veterinary

VINCENZO LORUSSO
VETOQUINOL, PARIS, FRANCE

pharmaceutical company Vetoquinol and the

UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD, SALFORD, UK

French

Society

of

Parasitology

(Société

Française de Parasitologie, SFP).
The second edition of the Entomology

Summer

Course took place in July 2021 at the National
Veterinary School of Toulouse in France. Established
in 2019 to be addressed to postgraduate students,

With the scholarship comes the responsibility
for the awardee of being an ‘ambassador’ of
the course in her/his country of origin and

postdoctoral researchers, entomologists, laboratory

beyond, and share the acquired know-how

staff and board residents of veterinary parasitology

with

specialties (i.e. EVPC and NCVP/ACVM), the course

students, so to catalyse further educational

consists of an intensive week of theoretical and

opportunities.

practical classes dedicated to topics such as vectorborne

diseases,

resistance

in

vector

ecology,

arthropod

control

tools,

populations,

and

morphological identification of arthropods of medical

local

communities,
Several

scientists

applications

and
were

received for the first two editions of the YSA,
whose recipients were ultimately Ms (now Dr)
Latifa Remadi (at the time PhD student at the

and veterinary importance. This year’s was labelled as

University

the ‘resilient edition’ of the course, given the effort

Monastir, Tunisia) and Mr Seun Oladipupo

put to ensure the implementation of classes in full

(PhD

respect of health measures and also making them

University,

accessible remotely, for the theoretical part, to those
who could unfortunately not reach Toulouse due to
travel restrictions.

“NOT ONLY DID THE COURSE
ALLOW ME TO IMPROVE MY
ENTOMOLOGICAL SKILLS,
BUT IT ALSO ENABLED ME TO
START NEW
COLLABORATIONS”

DR LATIFA REMADI,
LABORATORY OF MEDICAL
AND MOLECULAR
PARASITOLOGY AND
MYCOLOGY, FACULTY OF
PHARMACY, MONASTIR,
TUNISIA
2019 LAUREATE OF THE
YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARD

LEFT: AUTHOR AT WAAVP '19

of

student

respectively.

Pharmaceutical
in

USA,

Entomology
originally

Sciences
at

from

of

Auburn
Nigeria),

Thrilled

by

their

positive

feedback,

I

then

wondered how they thought the skills gained
during the course could help them contribute to
the practice and delivery of public health services

A conversation with
Latifa and Seun

in their countries of origin. Latifa was still very
resolute on this: “Amongst other topics, I feel like I
learnt

a

lot

in

the

area

of

sand

flies

and

leishmaniosis. Attending the course allowed me to

For this issue of “Because Parasites Matter!”, I

refine my perception of sand flies, moving from a

was pleased to engage in a conversation with

local, Tunisia-focused approach to a global view,

Latifa

thanks

and

experiences

Seun,

learn

their

to

the

interaction

with

international

specialists from this field. This provided me with

considering the prize’s aim to “contribute to

new insights for collaborative research to be

the strengthening of entomological capacity

established

and know-how in areas of the world where such

countries, with a focus on the study and control of

skills

leishmaniases,

be

viewpoints,

about

especially

can

and

to

particularly

crucial

for

between

my

widespread

country

and

parasitoses

other
causing

communities’ public health”. To break the ice, I

health and social problems in many developing

started by asking the two awardees about their

countries”. Seun commented: “With special regards

general thoughts on the YSA and the course.

to Nigeria, I aim to put the acquired skills into use

Latifa was very positive: “Benefitting from the

especially

YSA was a unique opportunity, given the

setting up collaborations, and building capacity. In

difficulty for Tunisian researchers like me to

the short term, for example, I wish to organise a

attend international conferences and trainings,

webinar

due to the limited budget at their disposal.

postgraduate students from Nigeria, to give an

Thanks to the course, not only have I improved

overview

my skills in entomology but I also started

transmission of urban insects to humans and the

collaborating with people I met at the summer

possible ways to address these issues. In the longer

school.” Seun commented as enthusiastically:

run, I hope to become a university professor and,

“The Entomology Summer Course allowed me

by so, to be able to build an international team

to broaden my knowledge from medical to

where Nigerian students could join forces with

veterinary entomology and to understand, for

peers of other nationalities”.

the first time in my life, the concepts of ‘One
Health’ and ‘Global Health’. Importantly, the
hands-on sessions were very educating and
relevant for me”.

“THANKS TO THIS
COURSE I NOW
UNDERSTAND THE
CONCEPTS OF ONE

SEUN OLADIPUPO, PHD STUDENT,
DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY AND
PLANT PATHOLOGY, AUBURN

HEALTH AND GLOBAL

UNIVERSITY, USA
2021 LAUREATE OF THE YOUNG

HEALTH”

SCIENTIST AWARD

through

designed
of

the

mentoring,

for

facilitating

undergraduate

parameters

that

and

and
dictate

Seun, in turn, confided that his attendance at the
2021 edition of the course has sparked great
interest among postgraduate students of both his
alma mater, the Nigerian Federal University of
Technology Akure (FUTA) and at Auburn University,

Because yes parasites matter.

USA, as well. While cherishing having lived this

Arthopods included!

this award could be immensely beneficial also for

experience, Seun concluded by underscoring that

When I asked them if they would suggest attending
the

Entomology

Summer

Course

to

fellow

postgraduate students “with no prior international
travel experience. For example, I remember that it
was

my

participation

at

the

Association

of

postgraduate students and scientists in the area of

Commonwealth Universities Summer School in

entomology,
countries,

including

and,

if

those

from

developing

2016 that changed the trajectory of my life. Often, I

why,

Latifa

elaborated

believe

so,

recommending this course “mainly for two reasons.
The first: attending such course will help them gain
skills in entomology, including those that cannot be
taken from books, but from real-life experience
instead.

Indeed,

this

course

includes

several

practical sessions in which participants manipulate
specimens (e.g. for dissection and identification)
and

a

field

component

(through

which

they

familiarise with specimens’ collection). The second
reason is to meet people working in the same field
coming from different parts of the world. This can
provide

the

unique

opportunity

to

exchange

this

was

because

it

was

my

first

international travel”.
It ensues from the conversation with Latifa and Seun,
that winning the YSA and thus attending the
Entomology Summer Course may help fulfilling at
least two needs of these ‘novice scientists’: skills’
development and setting up collaborations. Both
aspects are indeed instrumental for the conception of
successful research proposals as well as for the
implementation of effective and sound investigations,
in any discipline, across the globe...
Being able to support only one PhD student per
edition, the YSA is however only ‘a drop in the ocean’,
one among several initiatives in the field of veterinary

information, start collaborations, potentially leading

and

to creation of research networks and technology

capacity in the developing world (one of which being,
for example, the WAAVP African Foundation, which
sponsors the participation of several African
researchers at WAAVP conferences). It is

transfer. All of this can contribute to the design and
implementation
solutions
enhancing

to

of
tackle

healthcare

internationally”.

effective,
global

evidence-based

health

systems

challenges,

nationally

and

medical

parasitology

aiming

at

bolstering

nevertheless a starting point, which will hopefully
lead to greater opportunities in the future, as the
number of laureates grows with the years and further
networks of researchers are established and expand.
In these times of societal changes and global health
challenges, it becomes indeed even more essential to
support aspiring scientists, like Latifa and Seun,
whose skills, ingenuity and enthusiasm will be crucial
for the enhancement of surveillance, preparedness
and responsiveness towards vector-borne infections,
whose impact and distribution will likely affect
increasingly more geographies of the world in the
years to come.

Because yes, parasites matter.
Arthropods included!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF VETERINARY
PARASITOLOGY

13th European Multicolloquium of Parasitology
Date: October 12-16, 2021
Location: Belgrade, Serbia
Link: https://emop2020.org/
Theme: Changing climate, changing parasites
XXVI International Congress of Entomology
Date: July 17-22, 2022
Location: Helsinki, Finland
Link: http://ice2020helsinki.fi/
Theme: Entomological Science
World Federation of Parasitologists ICOPA XV
Date: August 21–26, 2022
Location: Copenhagen, Denmark
Link: http://www.icopaxv.dk/
Theme: Scientific exchange across the broad discipline
of parasitology
10th International Symposium for Fish Parasitology
Date: Postponed until after 2022
Location: Cairns, Australia
Link: https://www.isfpx.org/
Theme: New Challenges in Fish Parasitology
4th International Congress on Parasites of Wildlife
Date: Rescheduled for September 2022
Location: Kruger National Park, South Africa
Link: http://savetcon.savetcon.co.za/icpow21-2/
Theme: Wildlife Parasites
29th WAAVP Conference
Date: 20-24 August 2023
Location: Chenai, India
Link: https://waavp2023.com/
Theme: Parasites: global impacts, local solutions

NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER

2021,

VOL.

23,

NO.

2

NEWS AND NOTICES

WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF VETERINARY
PARASITOLOGY

A recent honour
Dr Chandrawathani (Chandra) Panchadcharam received an
honorific title “DATO” from the Sultan of Perak state in Malaysia
when she retired in Nov 2019. The Malaysian honorific of a
Datoship recognizes her contributions to the nation and
government services, especially for research and innovation in
the Department of Veterinary Services. Dr. Chandra’s recognition
was based partly on her involvement in advancing parasitology
throughout Malaysia and the surrounding countries. Dr. Chandra
was the driving force behind the very successful 2017 WAAVP
meeting in Kuala Lumpur, served on the WAAVP Executive
Committee for 10 years and was named an Honorary Member of
the WAAVP in 2019.

WAAVP Newsletter Editor
There is an opportunity to become the Editor of this newsletter
from January 2022. There are two newsletters per year (April and
October) which provide a means of communication for WAAVP
members and for WAAVP to communicate with members. It is
published as pdf only (no print version) and distributed by the
WAAVP Secretary and Treasurer. Each copy is available on the
WAAVP website. It is an excellent way to get to know WAAVP and
its members. If you are interested please get in touch with the
Secretary
and
Treasurer,
Richard
Wall
(Richard.Wall@bristol.ac.uk) including a brief summary of relevant
experience and why you would like to become the WAAVP
newsletter Editor. The WAAVP President will make the final
decision following the closing of applications on 30th December
2021.

WAAVP Social Network
@worldparasitology

@worldparasitology

Follow our social network accounts and share your
pictures about lab life, job opportunities, work and
parasites with hashtag #worldparasitology
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WAAVP INFORMATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Newsletter team
WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF VETERINARY
PARASITOLOGY

President
Domenico Otranto, Italy
domenico.otranto@uniba.it
1st Vice President
Silvina Fernandez, Argentina
sfernand@vet.unicen.edu.ar
2nd Vice President
Grace Mulcahy, Dublin
grace.mulcahy@ucd.ie
Directors
Anja Joachim, Austria
Anja.Joachim@vetmeduni.ac.at
Dwight Bowman, USA
ddb3@cornell.edu
Filipe Dantas-Torres, Brazil
filipe.torres@fiocruz.br
Fred Beugnet, France
Frederic.BEUGNET@boehringer-ingelheim.com
Reuben Sharma, Malaysia
reuben@upm.edu.my
Tim Geary, Canada
timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca

Editor
Filipe Dantas-Torres
filipe.torres@fiocruz.br
Contributors:
Jairo A. Mendoza-Roldan (Editor of PhD:
Parasites in High Definition)
jairo.mendozaroldan@uniba.it
Marcos A. Bezerra-Santos (Editor of PhD:
Parasites in High Definition)
marcos.bezerrasantos@uniba.it
Vincenzo Lorusso (Editor of
Parasites Matter!)
vincenzo.lorusso@vetoquinol.com

Because

WAAVP Newsletter submission deadlines
The WAAVP Newsletter is published twice a
year with issues in April and November.
Contributions to the Newsletter are welcome
and should be submitted by the first day of the
month prior to issue, as follows:
Newsletter release dates
1st November 2021
1st April 2022
Submission deadlines
1st October 2021
1st March 2022

Secretary and Treasurer
Richard Wall, UK
richard.wall@bristol.ac.uk
Immediate Past President
Doug Colwell, Canada
Doug.colwell@agr.gc.ca

Editorial coordination:
Antonio Varcasia
varcasia@uniss.it
Graphic design:
Francesca Porcu
francescaporcu12@gmail.com

