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President’s Address

Torre a Mare (Bari, Italy),
# COVID-19WAAVP—The new normality
Dear Colleagues,

It seems it passed an age since the last WAAVP
newsletter when the “tiny, invisible, virus took centre stage
of the world”. Our lives changed and, with them, the
perception of the reality, of our work. We are aspiring
toward a new normality in our existence and, importantly,
in doing research and teaching veterinary parasitology. As
Director of the Department of Veterinary Medicine at the
University of Bari (Italy), I am often hearing, from
colleagues and students, that the on-line modality is not
“so bad”. It is now within everyone’s reach since we are
more used to interact through the laptop, as I am doing in
writing this message (in my garden surrounded by my
pets). I believe that, this is (…partially) true, representing
a positive aspect of the new normality forced by the pandemic. Without any doubts, we implemented
our skills for teaching but…. We are loosing something. We are risking to adapt to this new dimension
forgetting that our mission is working with animals and improving their and our welfare and health, as
well as, understanding what is happening in the ever-changing world of parasites, in their interactions
with hosts and the environment. We are risking to get more used to sentences like “… can you hear
me?...” than “…let’s see tomorrow morning for field activities…”. I feel very frustrated in accepting this
and scared to adapt at this new reality.
Meanwhile, the risk of funding resources reduction for research is another important potential
constraint we are facing in our professional lives. As WAAVP we have continued working in
strengthening our community by offering an Experts Directory Map on the website which allows all of
us to be in contact through a better understanding of our research activities. In this respect, I would
like to thank our secretary Richard Wall and echo him in asking you to update your personal profile in
order to make this tool more useful and comprehensive.
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We are also organizing some subcommittees with Executive Members who will coordinate, with the
support of all members who are willing to contribute, to improve our activities in many fields, such as
in the education in Veterinary Parasitology. In addition, we are actively discussing to promote WAAVP
Guidelines and to involve many of you in new contributions for the WAAVP newsletter (a big thanks to
Maggie Fisher). All the activities have been taking place also looking with great attention toward the
WAAVP conference in Dublin, in 2021. We do hope this will be a great opportunity to gather in person
and to have a good time for sharing our great passion in Veterinary parasitology.
In some way, I would love to be back to our normality.
Regards,

D. Otranto
President World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology

Please see page 5 for the adventures of PhD student Marcos Antônio Bezerra Santos!
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On Change
Change is very much part of being human

Dr. Abhilasha Dadhich

Life is unpredictable but who would have guessed our lives will change so dramatically and drastically
within such short span of time. The noble pandemic of COVID-19 has sent shockwaves across the globe
by affecting health, disrupting economies, and changing our priorities. So much has changed, this year we
have seen wide range of changes from people being caged indoors to environment beginning to heal.
These unprecedented shifts in our way of life due to this relentless virus proved that change be it planned
or unplanned, gradual or sudden, is inevitable.
Social distancing has emerged out as the new norm. The small things that make up our community have
changed- physical greetings like handshakes and hugs are replaced with verbal salutations. People have
suddenly become more hygiene conscious ever since health authorities have suggested sanitation and
hygiene interventions are crucial in preventing this infection. What started as a compulsion, ritual of
washing hands and sanitizing things before use, is now becoming a habit. This has come up as a blessing
in disguise particularly in countries where maintaining sanitation was imperative.
Apart from social life, work has also changed mostly shifting to work from home. Although the pandemic
has brought disaster to most spheres of our life but in terms of our education and work, it has done
wonders. To maintain the new social distancing guidelines universities and schools have reduced
gathering at a given time. Digitalization has taken the teaching pedagogy to a new level. Education has
moved online. To keep their audience hooked up, classes, coaching and courses are offered in many
innovative ways. By halting the daily activities this outbreak also disrupted research: laboratories have
limited number of workers; patients are straitjacketed from traveling to clinical trial sites and reduced
available resources for R&D.
Under these extraordinary circumstances we are stuck in the present, combined with the inability to plan
ahead due to frequently changing guidelines and directives of health authorities. As a matter of public
health, countries have pressed the “pause button” on activities, forcing events industry to come to a
standstill. People are left jobless who were earlier required to manage these large scale gatherings. A
number of conferences have been cancelled, postponed or switched to an all-digital format due to the
logistic travel restrictions.
Webinars have emerged as proxy to conventions. These webcasts being location flexible and costeffective have gained most popularity. With their video-based characteristics and multiple time broadcast
facility, webinars offer enormous potential for reaching to a larger audience. Virtual scientific seminars and
conferences around the world have made the possibility for students to follow them without clashing with
other duties. However, some believe web seminars are no substitute for the spontaneous interactions and
in person meetings that spark new ideas.
Some conferences are slowly returning to the calendar particularly for next year. Opportunities for face to
face communication and future collaborations will again find their way. But chances are this online format
will spread deeper into the sphere of education and training even after the pandemic end.
The question still remains: Will this virus upend the world in ways we still do not know or will it simply
pass and things will return to normal for those who survive it unscathed?

Page 4

PhD (Parasites in High Definition)
The adventures of becoming a parasitologist abroad

Marcos Antônio Bezerra Santos DVM, MSc

PhD student in Animal Health and Zoonoses, Department of Veterinary Medicine, University of Bari, Italy
Edited by: Marcos Antônio Bezerra Santos and Jairo Alfonso Mendoza Roldan

Bibliographical sketch: Marcos is a Brazilian veterinarian that started his academic life in 2011 when
he was admitted to the undergraduate program in Veterinary Medicine at the Federal University of
Pernambuco, Brazil. In 2013, he was granted with a one-year scholarship at the University of
Queensland, Australia. In 2018, he started his master’s at the Federal University of Viçosa, Brazil
working on the project on parasites of wildlife. Thereafter, in November 2019, he was admitted to
the PhD program in Animal Health and Zoonoses at the Department of Veterinary Medicine, University of Bari, Italy, where he is currently involved in research on zoonotic vector-borne pathogens of
wild mammals, with a special emphasis in rodents.
Wild mammals and their parasites: from Brazil to Italy
Studying parasites has affected my life in different ways. For example, each time I learn and gather
new knowledge on the epidemiology, biology, host-parasite relationship of parasites and their
unique world, I never stop to be amazed, which makes my curiosity and passion for parasites to
grow constantly. Furthermore, parasitology has given me the opportunity to meet brilliant
researchers that have inspired me on how to perform research in this field. Hence, one year after I
arrived in Apulia region (southern Italy) I realized how fascinating is to blend different cultural
cultures through parasites. At the beginning, I needed some time to adapt to the new environment
due to different aspects related to the culture, new language and climate; however, today I feel like
Italy is a home for me, where I have made friends, learnt a bit more about their language and known
outstanding places that make this country even more special. The main cultural differences I found
between my home country (Brazil) and Italy are mostly related with food. Italians are very
passionate and serious when the subject is food. They have a great variety of pasta and wine, which
are part of the identity of different regions throughout the country. In Brazil we also have great food
variety, however, we are less concerned on this aspect.

In my PhD program I study diverse parasites; however, my focus is on ectoparasites. My choice of
having ectoparasites as a main topic is due to my interest on their biology and vector role of
numerous pathogens. Among the ectoparasites, my favorites are ticks, so if I was borne a parasite, I
would be a tick, particularly an Amblyomma species, which is a tough organism able to survive
under several circumstances (which can actually teach us to be resilient in our world).

Page 5
Page 5

Parasites in High Definition (continued)

My main PhD project is on the role of rodents as reservoirs of zoonotic vector-borne pathogens. For
this study we are collecting ectoparasites (ticks, fleas, mites) on synanthropic and wild rodents, as
well as blood samples and different organs, which will be screened for vector-borne pathogens of
public health concern. This topic presents substantial importance, since most emerging infectious
diseases originate from wildlife, with many of the pathogens causing these illnesses being
transmitted via arthropod vectors such as ticks and fleas. Therefore, identifying potential reservoirs
for infectious agents is crucial for the understanding of a pathogen biology, epidemiology, and
control strategies.
Essa é minha Parasites in High Definition história para vocês
(This is my Parasites in High Definition story for you)!

Blood sampling sheep in Brazil
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Because Parasites Matter!
Stories of parasitism in a globalised world

by Vincenzo Lorusso* (DVM, PhD, DipEVPC, DipACVM, MDP)
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vincenzo.lorusso@vetoquinol.com

Because Parasites Matter!

(c) Karin Wesslen
TT News Agency Reuters
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WAAVP 2021
WAAVP Awards and elections: Call for nominations
Dear Colleagues,
As we start to prepare for the 28th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of
Veterinary Parasitology to be held in Dublin, Ireland between the 18th-22nd July 2021 it is time to start thinking
about nominations for new members of the WAAVP Executive Committee and nominations for the WAAVP
prizes.

Election to the WAAVP Executive Committee
The Executive Committee plays an important role within WAAVP, helping to shape policy and select the venue
for each biennial conference. Candidates for election must be members of WAAVP and must be nominated by
two existing members. Candidates need to be willing and able to serve on the committee for a period of 6 years,
during which they must undertake to attend the meetings of WAAVP. Nominated candidates for election or their
nominators should send a short paragraph outlining the expertise and skills that the candidate could bring to the
Executive Committee, by 31st December 2020 to the secretary/treasurer of WAAVP who will arrange for
this to be circulated to the membership for voting.

Awards: Excellence in Research and Outstanding Contributions to
Veterinary Parasitology
Nomination Deadline: 31 December 2020
These two, separate awards are presented every two years to honour contributions to: Research in Veterinary
Parasitology or Outstanding Contributions to Veterinary Parasitology.
For the research award, the candidate should have carried out research that is recognised as outstanding and
made a significant to the advancement of knowledge in veterinary parasitology and /or the control of parasitic
diseases.
For the award for Outstanding Contributions to Veterinary Parasitology, activities may include service or teaching
that are recognised as excellent and significant to the promotion, support, teaching or learning, broadly defined,
of veterinary parasitology.
Any member of the WAAVP may nominate a candidate by forwarding a letter describing the candidate’s qualifications for the specific award. The nominator should arrange for a copy of the nominee’s Curriculum vitae and
five (5) letters in support of the nomination to be sent to the Secretary/ Treasurer. The letter should indicate
clearly either:
Outstanding contribution to research, the impact on the field and other evidence of the recognition of the
research
Or
Outstanding service, promotion, support, teaching, contributions to training or teaching material in veterinary
parasitology.
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Peter Nansen Young Scientist Award
This prize was established to honour the memory of Professor Peter Nansen to reflect his great concern for and
the encouragement of young, promising scientists in veterinary parasitology. The prize rewards innovative and
outstanding work by promising young professionals; nominees should have a Master of Science (or equivalent)
or higher-level degree and be aged 40 or younger at the time of nomination for the prize. Nominations are made
by a proposer and a seconder, and the portfolio consists of the following documents:
A detailed statement describing the innovative nature and excellence of the work by the young professional
(max. 2 pages). This statement should be signed jointly by the proposer and the seconder, or each may
submit a separate statement.
A Curriculum Vitae including a list of publications and a statement outlining the contribution(s) to each
publication. The permission of the nominee is not required, and the nominee needs not to be made
aware of his/her nomination.
Paperwork should be sent to the Secretary/Treasurer of the WAAVP by 31st of December 2020 who will
ward them to the members of the Peter Nansen Management Committee.

for-

In addition to the value of each prize, the registration fees, economy travel costs and accommodation for the
recipient to attend the Conference will be reimbursed. If not a registered member, the recipient will also receive a
two-year membership of WAAVP.

Honorary Members
Honorary Members of the WAAVP are people who have contributed in a distinguished manner to the
advancement of Veterinary Parasitology. They do not need to be veterinarians or members of the WAAVP.
Such contributions can include research, teaching, distinction in the form of scholarly publications, administration
of programmes of an outstanding national or international nature.
Please nominate candidates by submitting names along with a supporting statement. Nominators must be
members of WAAVP. The Honorary Membership Committee will consider nominations in time for them to be
awarded at the next biannual meeting.
Honorary Members will be exempt from membership subscriptions.
Nominations should be sent to the WAAVP Secretary, Richard Wall at contact.waavp@gmail.com
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WAAVP 2021 – Get your Abstracts Ready!
2020 – will be no doubt be a year that most of us will be glad to leave behind. At the time of the last
WAAVP Conference in Madison during the summer of 2019, we did not envision the chaos and turmoil that would emerge at the end of that year to engulf the entire planet throughout 2020. Perhaps
we should have considered the electricity interruption in the venue as a harbinger…

Before giving more details of the plans and developments in relation to WAAVP 2021, I would first
like to take this opportunity to sympathise with any of the veterinary parasitology community who
have been affected directly, or among their family members, friends and colleagues, by COVID-19.
My sincere sympathies are extended to anyone who has been ill, who has lost family members, or
who has suffered economically during the pandemic.

The Local Organising Committee for WAAVP Dublin 2021 has, like the general research population,
been working in changed circumstances, with virtual calls, meetings and teaching, not to mention
delays to lab-based research programmes. However, rest assured, that planning for WAAVP in
July 2021 has continued apace and that we are well on track.

We have been working closely with our PCO, Keynote, to make provision for all eventualities, given
the continuing uncertainties around international travel. The optimal outcome, of course, remains
that as many delegates as possible will be able to travel to Dublin and participate in the scientific
sessions in person while also enjoying all that our wonderful city has to offer at first hand. We will
also be making preparations to enable virtual participation, as many conferences have done during
2020. We are currently evaluating the various platforms available to ensure the best possible experience with maximum potential for interaction. One advantage of this hybrid model, likely to persist
beyond the pandemic, is that it facilitates participation by those for whom personal circumstances,
caring responsibilities, travel restrictions or other considerations make in-person attendance impracticable.

Our sponsors have responded enthusiastically to these plans. So, do keep an eye on our website
www.waavp2021.com as more sponsorship details and the conference programme appear.
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I am also pleased to say that we have an exciting line-up of invited speakers to headline our programme – again, keep an eye on our website for updates. As promised, the Scientific Programme
will incorporate cutting-edge research relevant on understand ing and advancing control of parasitic
diseases in farm animals, companion animals, wildlife, and through public health initiatives. Whether
you are excited about epidemiology or education, horses or helminths, ectoparasites or ecology, immunology or Isospora, drug development or Demodex, we invite you to participate. We will have sessions that consider the interface between science and public policy, and through a Foresight Exercise,
will look ahead at the future of veterinary parasitology. During the Conference, a number of organisations such as the European Veterinary Parasitology College and COMBAR, will run focussed sessions.

The Call for Abstracts is open – so please visit the website and submit your abstract!
Finally, we look forward to welcoming you all to WAAVP 2021

With best wishes

Grace Mulcahy
Chair, Local Organising Committee, WAAVP 2021
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Upcoming Events
Diary Dates
29th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Parasitology
Date: March 15-17, 2021
Location: Bonn, Germany
Link: https://www.parasitology-meeting.de/
Theme: Combating neglected tropical parasitic diseases under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), helminth immunology, drug development and One Health approaches

45th WSAVA Congress/26th FECAVA EuroCongress
Date: March 21-24, 2021
Location: Warsaw, Poland
Link: https://www.esccap.org/event/+45th+WSAVA+Congress26th+FECAVA+EuroCongress/36/
Theme: Attention to vector-borne nematodes, Angiostrongylus vasorum, feline lungworms, European tick-borne disease and exotic parasites in imported pets

37th World Veterinary Association Congress
Date: April 23-25, 2021
Location: Taipei, Taiwan
Link: https://www.wvac2021.com/
Theme: Clinical veterinary medicine, veterinary public health, animal welfare and academic research

11th South African Veterinary & Paraveterinary Congress
Date: June 1- 4, 2021
Location: Gauteng, South Africa
Link: http://sava21.org/
Theme: Improve the different aspects of health and welfare of humans, animals and the environment.

XXXI SOIPA CONGRESS
Date: June 16-19, 2021
Location: Teramo – Silvi Marina, Abruzzo, Italy
Link: https://www.soipa.it/2020/05/19/xxxi-congresso-soipa-rinviato-al-16-19-giugno-2021/
Theme: Parasites of the Third Millennium

13th European Multicolloquium of Parasitology
Date: June 29 – July 3, 2021
Location: Belgrade, Serbia
Link: https://emop2020.org/
Theme: Changing climate, changing parasites

10th International Symposium for Fish Parasitology and Australian Society for
Parasitology Annual Conference
Date: July 5-8, 2021
Location: Cairns, Australia
Link: https://www.isfpx.org/
Theme: New Challenges in Fish Parasitology

Page 17

Upcoming Events (continued)
XXVI International Congress of Entomology
Date: July 18-23, 2021
Location: Helsinki, Finland
Link: http://ice2020helsinki.fi/
Theme: Entomological science

28th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of
Veterinary Parasitology
Date: July 18-22, 2021
Location: Dublin, Ireland
Link: http://www.waavp2021.com/
Theme: Parasitologists without Borders
With thanks to Dr. Abhilasha Dadhich for compiling this section

Maintaining momentum through change

By Dr Norbert Mencke

Dear Colleagues,

2020 has certainly been a year of great change, both within our community and outside of it.

This change has also extended to me personally and many of you will be aware of the acquisition of my previous long-standing
employer Bayer Animal Health by Elanco Animal Health. The year has also seen two more exciting acquisitions for another veterinary pharmaceutical company, and my new home, Vetoquinol.
On August 3rd Vetoquinol completed its acquisition of two deworming product families within Europe and the UK and the business
has now become a visible player in the veterinary parasiticides market. On February 1 st Vetoquinol also made another acquisition
– me! Since then, I have been working closely with my new Vetoquinol family to bring them further into our world of parasitology
and create exciting plans for our future, which also means a premier appearance at WAAVP Dublin next year. I am proud to now
wear the Vetoquinol badge and excited to be able to introduce my WAAVP colleagues and friends to the company more officially
in 2021.

In the midst of this global pandemic, preventative parasitology is increasingly playing a central role in practices and, with pet owners around the world spending more time at home with their pets during lockdown, companion animal parasiticides have never
been more important. I am looking forward to continuing to work alongside you all in my new role and to sharing with you the
passion and ambition of Vetoquinol to better serve the needs of the veterinary community through advancing veterinary parasitology.
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Tribute to Alan Donald

Dr Alan Donald (1933-2020)
Alan Donald died peacefully earlier this year in
Sydney after a short illness.
Dr Donald’s career began at the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO) where he was a key figure at the
McMaster Laboratory. He would later become
Head of Animal Health and Livestock Industries.
During this time he helped to develop Animal
Health Australia.
Alan Donald completed his PhD at the University
of Bristol in 1966 studying nematodes in sheep.
His focus during his career was on helminth
parasites and the control of parasitic disease and
production loss in sheep and cattle.
He was a founding member of the Australian Society for Parasitology: he was made a Fellow in
1984, he served as Secretary in 1968-70 and he
was ASP President in 1980-1. Dr Donald also
served as Editor in Chief for the International
Journal of Parasitology during the 1990s, when it
was based at the McMaster laboratory.

He is warmly remembered by friends and colleagues who witnessed his work ethic and contribution to the field.
Dr Donald was recognised for his contribution to
animal health, being made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 1991.
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Dr Alan Donald (c CSIRO)
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